CIVILIZATION   AND    DISEASE

Many people do not realize how hazardous industrial work is and
what a heavy toll of life it still takes every year. According to the
official report of the U. S. Department of Labor for 1939,1618,000
workers were killed in that year, 106,000 sustained permanently
disabling injuries and 1,407,000 sustained temporary total dis-
ability. Mining alone was responsible for 1,800 deaths. Agriculture,
the least protected industry, had a death toll of 4,300 and 13,000
permanently disabling injuries. These figures show how necessary
legislation is to prevent the victims of labor from becoming com-
pletely pauperized.

The law was also called upon to protect society against the
physician. It would seem a paradox that society should have had
to protect itself against the very men whose function it was to aid
society, yet we must remember that the legal definition of the
physician as one who is licensed by the state to practise medicine
is relatively young, going back no further than the Middle Ages.
Before that time anybody could call himself a physician, treat sick
people accordingly and charge a fee for his services. Society was
always aware that the physician's profession gave him a great deal
of power over people. He knew drugs that could be used as reme-
dies but also as poisons; he also knew secrets of his patients, and
this increased his hold over them. Society tolerated the physician
and his power because it had need of him, but at all times it en-
deavored to protect itself against misuse of this power.

The physician of primitive society, the shaman, was frequently
under suspicion. It seemed logical that he who was able to re-
move spells should also be able to cast them. When no other
culprit could be f ound, suspicion was often directed against the sha-
man, who had to submit to the ordeal or other means of divination *
if he did not choose to seek refuge in flight.

Most dangerous to society was an unskilled surgeon. The damage
he could do was immediate and apparent to all. The first legal
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